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CALL FOR PROPOSALS: NHC OPENS PROPOSALS FOR THE NELSON MANDELA
UBUNTU INITIATIVES PROGRAMME

The National Heritage Council of South Africa (NHC) has opened proposals for the 2026/2027
Nelson Mandela Ubuntu Initiatives, inviting non-profit organisations nationwide to submit
proposals that promote Ubuntu as a living heritage.

The Ubuntu initiatives are inspired by the enduring legacy of Nelson Mandela, aiming to
transform the spirit of Mandela Day into a sustained, year-long movement that fosters social
cohesion, active citizenship, and community development. This year's theme, “Reclaiming
Ubuntu for a Better and Just Society,” highlights the importance of restoring shared values
that unite communities.

Through this initiative, the NHC will support one community-based Ubuntu project in each of
the nine provinces. The eligible projects must demonstrate practical ways in which Ubuntu can
be lived and experienced in everyday community life.

“‘Ubuntu is at the heart of who we are as a nation. Through this programme, we aim to
empower communities to actively live and promote these values in ways that create
meaningful and lasting social change, said Dr Thabo Manetsi, Chief Executive Officer at the
NHC.

Eligible applicants include South African-based and registered Non-Profit Organisations
(NPOs), Non-Profit Companies (NPCs), faith and community-based organisations, traditional
councils, as well as schools and universities. Applicants must demonstrate the capacity to
implement impactful, community-level initiatives that promote Ubuntu and encourage positive
communal living.

Priority will be given to projects aligned with the following areas:

e Community development and poverty alleviation

e Primary health and hygiene

e Youth and vulnerable group empowerment

e Promotion of Ubuntu values, social cohesion, and nation-building

To apply, NPO’s must submit a proposal, a valid NPO registration certificate, tax clearance
(Tax PIN), and a bank account confirmation letter. Projects should be of a small scale,
community-driven, and responsive to local needs.
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“We are looking for initiatives that not only celebrate Ubuntu but actively demonstrate it in

action projects that bring people together, educate communities, and strengthen our shared
humanity,” Dr Manetsi added.

Application Details
e Opening Date: 01 April 2026
e Closing Date: 31 May 2026

Applications must be sent to: ubuntu@nhc.org.za, with the Subject Line written: Ubuntu
Initiatives Proposal.

The Ubuntu Initiatives form part of the NHC's broader mandate to preserve and promote South
Africa's heritage, while advancing unity, social cohesion, and nation-building.

For comprehensive guidelines, visit www.nhc.org.za or direct all application-related enquiries
to ubuntu@nhc.org.za.

For media enquiries, please contact Mr. Tsireledzo Mandane (Communication Officer) at 079
298 9394 or t. mandane@nhc.org.za.

For further information, please contact: Ms Tebogo Shilakwe — Stakeholder Engagement
Officer — t.shilakwe@nhc.org.za — 071 308 9305.

Ends/
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