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Dr Thabo Manetsi, Chief Executive Officer, National Heritage Council  

of South Africa 

 

Dear Stakeholders and Partners  

 
As we welcome the New Year, we pause to reflect on a year that 

reaffirmed the National Heritage Councilôs (NHC) mandate to preserve, 

protect, and promote South Africaôs rich and diverse heritage. Our work in 

2025 demonstrated, once again, that heritage is not only about the past, 

but also a living, dynamic force that shapes our national identity and 

inspires future generations. 

 

One of the highlights of the year was the conclusion of nationwide visits to 

Resistance and Liberation Heritage Sites, confirming our commitment to 

remembering the struggles that shaped our democracy. Through 

initiatives such as the NHC-funded project on Preserving Living Heritage 

and Strengthening Community Identity, we continued to place 

communities at the centre of heritage preservation. In January, we also 

paid tribute to the Heroes of Liberation, honouring their sacrifices and 

ensuring that their stories remain part of our collective memory.  

 

We were equally proud to celebrate excellence beyond our programmes, 

including recognising a Heritage Education Schools Outreach 

Programmeôs (HESOP) alumna among the nationôs top achievers, 

evidence of the long-term impact of our investment in heritage education. 

 

As we strengthen our institutional capacity, we are pleased to welcome 

new talent to the NHC family. The appointment of Mr Oliver Pillay will 

enhance HR governance and organisational performance, while Ms 

Mayileôs arrival as a World Heritage Specialist reinforces our focus on 

building world-class heritage expertise. We also look forward to the 

contributions of Ms Gugu Hlatshwayo, who previously served as the 

Programme Support Officer and recently appointed as Education and 

Advocacy Coordinator to strengthen Advocacy and awareness 

programmes and Mr Robert Lesiba Mokwena, appointed as an 

Accountant within the Finance unit to support sound financial 

management and accountability. 

 

As we move forward, guided by our heritage and inspired by our people, 

we remain committed to fostering social cohesion, preserving living 

heritage, and building an inclusive future grounded in the values of our 

past. I thank our partners, stakeholders, and dedicated team for their 

continued support and wish you a meaningful and successful year ahead. 

 

Warm regards, 

Dr. Thabo Manetsi 

Chief Executive Officer, National Heritage  

Council of South Africa 
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The National Heritage Council of South 

Africa (NHC) has concluded 2025 with an 

intensive four-week programme of visits to 

Resistance and Liberation Heritage Sites 

(RLHS) across five provinces, reinforcing 

efforts to advance the countryôs Resistance 

and Liberation Heritage Route (RLHR). 

 

The visits formed part of the NHC's 

monitoring, evaluation, and support 

campaign, aimed at assisting provinces in 

moving beyond feasibility planning towards 

the sustainable implementation of heritage 

initiatives linked to South Africa's liberation 

history. 

 

ñThe purpose of these visits was to get first 

hand understanding of the innovations 

provinces were proposing for implementing 

the resistance and liberation heritage 

initiatives in an integrated and innovative 

way. 

 

It was also to ensure that provinces are not 

left at the level of planning alone, but are 

supported to move towards viable, 

sustainable implementation that delivers real 

value to communities. Liberation heritage 

must be a living heritage that contributes to 

social cohesion, healing of memories, 

education, and economic participation," said 

Mr Khwezi Mpumlwana, the incoming NHC 

RLHR programme manager. 

 

The delegation included representatives from 

the National Department of Sport, Arts and 

Cultureôs (DSAC) Heritage Promotion and 

Protection Unit, the NHC executive 

responsible for core business, the 

Programme Manager for the Resistance and 

Liberation Heritage Route, as well as 

representatives from facilities management 

and the NHC support team.  
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Mr Mpumlwana acknowledged the support 

provided by Leadership in the host provinces; 

provincial RLHR project leaders; Ms Nangamso 

Mbeki, Ms Corne van Huyssten the Supply Chain 

Management team and the broader NHC staff in 

ensuring the success of the programme. 

 

The Resistance and Liberation Heritage Route is 

South Africaôs contribution to the continent-wide 

African Roads to Independence programme, 

which seeks to honour Africaôs diverse struggles 

against colonial domination.ò This programme 

recognises that the history of resistance and 

liberation is not only national heritage, but part of 

the shared heritage of humanity. It provides 

valuable lessons and resources for addressing 

the opportunities and challenges facing post-

colonial societies.ò Said Dr Miriam Tawane. 

 

During the visits, the delegation engaged with a 

range of sites reflecting the breadth of South 

Africaôs resistance and liberation history. These 

included the Langeberg Resistance War site in 

the Northern Cape, Saul Mkhize Site; Lowveld 

Massacre Site; Mahatma Gandhiôs prison cell in 

Volksrust, the Mme Ruth Mompati House, Rre 

Abraham Tiro Site, Rre Moses Kotane Site, in 

North-West, Tshitangadzimeni Battle Site; Tjate 

Memorial Site; University of Limpopo and the 

Charlotte Maxeke House in Gauteng.  

 

The sites vary in their levels of development and 

readiness, with prior stakeholder engagement 

playing a key role in enhancing community 

awareness and participation. 

 

ñThese sites tell powerful stories of both early anti

-colonial resistance and the modern liberation 

struggle. They honour those who sacrificed for 

freedom, acknowledge historical injustices, and 

create spaces for dialogue, learning, 

development, and healing.ò Mr Mpumlwana 

shared. 
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A consistent entry point for engagement 

in each province was the Office of the 

Head of Department for Sport, Arts, 

Culture and Recreation, which serves as 

a signatory to the NHCôs provincial 

agreements on the implementation of the 

RLHR. 

A ccording to Mr Mpumlwana, the visits 
highlighted the strategic importance of 

strengthening intergovernmental 

collaboration. ñCloser coordination with 

provincial departments and local 

government (especially education, 

tourism & economic planning) is essential 

if these heritage interventions are to be 

fully integrated into planning, local 

economic development and tourism 

strategies,ò he added. 

As the national implementing agent for 

South Africaôs chapter of the African 

Roads to Independence, the NHC 

supports seven workstreams across all 

nine provinces, covering 24 provincial 

heritage sites, 12 Inter-Ministerial 

Committee departments, and relevant 

municipalities. This includes providing 

technical guidance on memorialisation, 

strengthening governance and 

accountability, and supporting post-

funding sustainability. 

Key observations from the visits included 

the need for provinces to finalise land 

tenure and ownership arrangements, 

strengthen maintenance planning, and 

clarify institutional and operational models 

to ensure long-term viability.  

The NHC also noted the potential to 

expand digital heritage content, develop 

souvenirs linked to liberation history, and 

integrate some sites with multi-purpose 

outdoor sporting facilities. 
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Dr Ruth Segomotsi Mompati House 

�³ Cultural heritage is one of the few renewable and 

reusable resources available to 

society. With the platforms 

emerging in the fifth industrial 

revolution, there are significant 

opportunities to expand access, 

impact, and economic participation 

linked to our liberation heritage.ò Mr 

Mpumlwana expressed. 

Mr Mpumlwana concluded by 

confirming that the RLHR unit 

responds to the preamble of the 

Constitution (recognise the 

injustices of the past; honour those 

who sacrificed; respect those who 

worked to build; heal divisions of 

the past; build a society with 

opportunities for all); the TRC call 

for symbolic reparations and NHC 

mandate to co-ordinate and 

transform South Africaôs heritage 

landscape with a special focus on 

living heritage, liberation heritage, 

end of and impact of enslavement; 

policy advice.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

It also responds to the DSAC 

guidance on the need to leverage 

the potential of heritage as a re-

imagined driver and innovator for 

social cohesion, citizen 

participation, dignity, and inclusive 

socio-economic growth. 

Endéé.  


