MY HESOP 2017
HERITAGE EDUCATION SCHOOLS OUTREACH PROGRAMME
A celebration of heritage and culture through an exciting and
engaging camp for high school learners.

Getting to know
HESOP
In celebration of national Heritage
Month, the National Heritage
Council has, for the last decade,
hosted the Heritage Education
Schools Outreach Programme
(HESOP). The programme sees
various schools representing the
different provinces go head-to-head
to be dubbed the champions after
a rigorous test of their research,

presentation and team work skills.
HESOP is held annually and gives an
opportunity for pupils to know their
heritage better and explore traditions of
other cultures. Schools in the country
challenge each other to represent their
province at a week-long camp at a
national heritage site where learners are
taken through an educational cultural
exchange experience of a lifetime. The
camp was designed by the National

Heritage Council, the Department of
Basic Education, the National Arts
Council, in partnership with SAN Parks
and Brand SA. The delegates from each
province represent different cultures
and makes for a perfect opportunity for
social cohesion and nation building.
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SPONSORS
DEPARTMENT OF BASIC EDUCATION

The National Department of Basic Education
develops, maintains and supports a South
African school education system for the 21st
century for learners of Grade R to Grade 12,
including adult literacy.

THE NATIONAL HERITAGE COUNCIL

The mission of the National Heritage
Council South Africa is to transform, protect
and promote South African heritage for
sustainable development. It has placed
heritage as a priority for nation building and
social cohesion.

NATIONAL ARTS COUNCIL

The National Arts Council of South Africa
aims to promote, through the arts, the
free expression of South Africa’s cultures.
Their mission is to develop and promote
excellence in the arts.
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HESOP
South African National Parks (SANParks) is the
body responsible for managing South Africa’s
national parks. SANParks was formed in 1926,
and currently manages 21 parks consisting of
over 4,000,000 hectares.

SANPARKS

Brand SA was established in August 2002 to help
create a positive and compelling brand image for
South Africa.

BRAND SA

Hi, I’m Nyeleti. My heritage is an important part
of me; I’m so excited that I have an opportunity to
learn more about it and to teach others about it too.
This is a story of my journey at HESOP 2017; the
time spent making new friends, forming educated
opinions and making priceless memories.

SOP
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HES
HESOP History
The heritage camp has over the years been a showcase
of true cultural and natural heritage. This has been
highlighted through the various campsites that have
been utilised in previoius years.

2010

2008
Camp was setup in the heart
of the sunrise; Mpumalanga, at
Blyde River Canyon Resort
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2014

2012

Whilst still basking in the glory
of the Fifa World Cup, campers
were more than delighted
to be at the Golden Gate
Highlands National Park near
Lesotho

Tsitsikamma national park
showed off its very rich and
diverse history and created a
tangible atmosphere for the
camp.

Campers were well received at
Aventura Tshipise Resort in the
Limpopo province

Mokala National Park served as
a perfect backdrop as campers
were hosted in the Northern
Cape.

2009

2011

The Wilderness National
Park in George proved
to be a remarkable
display of both natural
and cultural heritage
during the 2014 camp.

Hidden in the heart of the
Limpopo province, Marakele
National Park created the scenic
views that were required for a
successful 2013 camp.

2013

2016
Various cultures
were highlighted
to campers as
they enjoyed the
landscape of Lesedi
Cultural Village in
the North West
province.

Tsitsikamma National Park
boasted of its offerings as it
became a host park for the
second time.

2015

OP
About Mokala
National Park
Mokala is located approximately 70km
southwest of Kimberley in the Northern
Cape and is a park where the endangered
species roam. Its landscape boasts a variety
of koppieveld (hills) and large open plains. It
is within close enough proximity of a national
heritage site, The Big Hole, which was the old
Kimberly diamond mines.
The park is a wild and truly African safari park
with red dust, tall grass and game animals
around every twist and turn in the road. Visitors
to the national park will enjoy numerous upclose sightings of a number of game species
including white and black rhino, nyala, giraffe
and the bat-eared fox.
Mokala national park created the perfect
backdrop for the camp; one can enjoy the
serenity that the park offers, while a lesson in
preservation of our land and natural heritage is
obtained through the experience.

It is important for the heritage camp to be held in
an environment that further cultivates heritage pride
in the campers.

All my new friends arrive from far and wide; each
province is represented in these young faces that arrive
for the camp. We kick off with a fantastic dinner that was
prepared for us while we get a brief of what to expect
this week. It’s so cool that we will be at the Mokala
National Park for the entire week! My friends come
from these schools:

PROVINCE				SCHOOL
ZIMELE HIGH SCHOOL
•• EASTERN CAPE			
HARRISMITH SECONDARY SCHOOL
•• FREE STATE				
SUNWARD PARK HIGH SCHOOL
•• GAUTENG				
EZIBUKWENI HIGH SCHOOL
•• KWAZULU NATAL			
•• LIMPOPO				MAGOZA SECONDARY SCHOOL
MUGENA HIGH SCHOOL
•• MPUMALANGA			
ALEXANDRA BAY HIGH SCHOOL
•• NORTHERN CAPE			
VUYANI MAWETHU HIGH SCHOOL
•• NORTH WEST			
RYLANDS HIGH SCHOOL
•• WESTERN CAPE			
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Our 2017
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As the year 2017 marks the late OR Tambo’s
100th birthday, it is appropriate that our
research project is about this great icon.

OR TAMBO

Oliver Reginald Kaizana Tambo

OR Tambo’s values of trustworthiness, empathy,
selflessness, honesty and hardwork were his
propellers for great leadership. We had the
opportunity to research and present about these
values and whether we thought that the current
political figures emulated them.
We presented compelling and well rounded
arguments for why we thought very few
politicians emulated OR’s values. Most of our
thininking was centred around the current state
of the economy, frequent protests, media reports
of corruption and misconduct from prominant
personalities.
We also highlighted on tangible and intagible
heritage and the common threats to our heritage.
It was an exciting atmosphere as we got to
hear the different findings and watch each
presentation unfold.

Oliver Reginald Kaizana Tambo (OR) was born in the village of
Kantilla, Bizana, in the Mpondoland (eQawukeni) region of the
Eastern Cape on 27 October 1917.
Tambo was a very studious young man and excelled top of
his class from a very young age. He graduated with a BSc,
majoring in maths and physics at the University of Fort Hare
and went on to complete his law degree at the University of
South Africa.
He was a member of the National Action Committee that drew
up the Freedom Charter and he wrote extensive sections of it.
A banning order prevented him from attending the Congress
of the People that adopted the Freedom Charter in Kliptown in
1955.
He was among 156 people charged with treason in 1956. All
were eventually acquitted.
Tambo was elected ANC secretary-general in 1953, deputy
president in 1957, acting president in 1960 and president in
1969.
When conditions were ripe for a political settlement in the
country, Tambo led the drafting of proposals that culminated
in the Harare Declaration. This paved the way for negotiations
that took place in Kempton Park and eventually led to
Freedom Day in 1994.
At the conclusion of the Harare Declaration, Tambo suffered
a devastating stroke and proudly handed over to Nelson
Mandela in 1991.
We salute the legend that is OR Tambo!
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ROUND TABLE

The Dakar Talks

The fun continued as we got an opportunity
to have a round table discussion on
important history that shaped our
great nation of South Africa – the Dakar
Conference.
Though I had never heard of this before,
these talks that took place in July 1987
were so important in creating the rainbow
nation we call home today. We have the
opportunity to imagine how the talks
unfolded and what might have been
discussed as the two groups (the Institute for
Democratic Alternatives in South Africa and
the African National Congress) met in Dakar,
Senegal.
We too split into two groups and re-enact
the negotiations; good thing we are not
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picking a winner because each team is doing
excellently!
We acknowledge that the Afrikaaner farmers
have had experience in farming, and that
this constitutes a large part of the country’s
income. We also point out that religion and
the education systems placed for Black
people seem to be strategic instruments to
enslave the minds of our people. We make it
known that we will not back down from our
demand for the one-man-one-vote system.
Our thoughts are directed towards the
character types of people who were given
the opportunity to present in Dakar and
we recreate the outcomes. The Dakar talks
shaped the freedom we enjoy today.
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Field Research
Kimberley Diamond mine

The fun never stops at HESOP! We visit the Kimberley
Big Hole, a national heritage site that used to be
the old Kimberley diamond mines. After the first
diamond was discovered in the area, prospectors
descended into Kimberley with picks and shovels
in pursuit of the precious stones. With the living
conditions being very poor, many lost their lives in
the mines. It is the largest hand dug excavation in
the world, and is visited by many to learn of its rich
history. There is so much to see and plenty of spots
to take the perfect selfie!

The field research explored mining and
its effects on the environment as well as
whether all old mines should be turned into
heritage sites. We resolved that though
there are many old inactive mines in the
country, only some should be declared as
heritage sites. This will appropriately create
opportunities for surrounding communities
and will educate new generations.

We make sure to learn as much as possible while
we are at the Big Hole. Thankfully, there is plenty of
information and historic timelines that are available
for us to read and take notes.
On return to camp, we are intrigued and ecstatic
as we watch the story of evolution unfold through
the use of dramatic arts and physical theatre when
THE PALAEONTOLOGICAL SCIENTIFIC TRUST (PAST)
does their presentation for us. We also have an
opportunity to engage with the actors and learn
about new and interesting careers that are available
to us in the arts.
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HE

The GALA dinner marks the end of HESOP 2017.
Stewards and ambassadors of heritage and
culture are born to fly the South African flag high.

AWARD CEREMONY
The judges have deliberated and the winners are
announced at a gala dinner to wrap up this eventful
week. Some amazing and inspiring speakers shed
light about their organisations that have played a
part in making this camp a reality. I am so grateful
that they see it fit to invest time, effort and resources
to make sure that we receive heritage education in a
special way.
Welcome to the winner’s circle! I know there can
only be one ultimate winner, but everyone at the
camp is already a winner in my books. We have all
worked very hard and are worthy contenders for the
title of HESOP 2017 champion. Third place goes to
the North-West Province and second place is taken
by Kwazulu Natal. Gauteng Province is crowned the
champions of HESOP 2017, a title they have earned!

SOP
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WINNERS!

After the long week, Gauteng Province
emerged as the winners, followed by KwaZulu Natal and the North West Province

GAUTENG

Kwa-Zulu Natal
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HE
North West

The HESOP camp would not have
been a reality without this dedicated
workforce of men and women in the
heritage sector

ADJUDICATORS
This formidable team of adjudicators made
it possible for accurate and fair evaluations
of HESOP 2017.
From left: Dr Chupe Abraham Serote (DAC),
Mr Kgotso Gabriel Tlhapi (DSRAC-FS),
Ms Tebogo Mushi (DBE),
Ms Portia Ramalamula (DSRAC-LP),
Ms Paballo Mohafa (DEA);
Mr Amos Mulaudzi (Convener).

Task Team
Morongoa Thobakgale
Dept of Basic Education

Amos Mulaudzi

National Heritage Council

Matanato Ngwaila

National Heritage Council

Linda Shilakwe

National Heritage Council

Denzil Jones

National Arts Council

We had an educational and exciting experience at HESOP 2017. We all made so many new friends and
learnt alot about the great leadership of OR Tambo, heritage, culture, nature, mining and it’s effects on
the environment and many other things. It was a priceless opportunity to grow in national pride and
understand more about our past in order to shape an even greater future.

SOP

I learnt the value of uBuntu and was able to function in a team and an even larger group of individuals
sharing the same goal and purpose.
Surely, we are ready to teach our friends and those around us more about heritage and to keep our
heritage alive for future generations. It’s time for you to take a lead role in the preservation of our
heritage and culture, it’s time to PLAY YOUR PART!
				

I love my HESOP. Nyeleti
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The Heritage Education Schools Outreach Programme participants of 2017 at Mokala National Park, Kimberly

