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Preface
I-Afrika Theatre is proud to present this booklet, With Love To OR From The Kids, which
is a culmination of admirable work from the school children from four primary schools
in Tsakane (Lebone, Khombindlela, Michael Zulu & Mangosuthu primary schools).
The OR Tambo schools project is funded by the National Heritage Council, is a heritage project that celebrates the legacy and the values of Tambo through the eyes of children.
As one of the founding fathers of our democracy, his significance and role he
played in bringing about change for the black nation is immense, and I-Afrika Theatre saw it fit to pass this legacy to the children through project.
Their participation in this project will not only improve their individual understanding of
Tambo’s struggle, but will also immortalize their contribution through this book which we
hope will also be shared by their peers who will come after them in their respective schools.
Twenty children were selected to be part of the project, who went through a rigorous selection process which involved workshops, tours and essay assignments.
The OR Tambo Schools Project is, in our view, a critical program that shapes the young minds
of the children to become critical thinkers who will contribute to the future of our country.
The final topics that they wrote about which will now appear in this book include: the plight of a black child, selfless leadership, etc., among others.
These are serious topics that engage its writer (the children) in a critical process of thinking about these issues and then offering their own opinion and solution.
This book is a compilation of letters that the children are writing to OR Tambo, either as an account of what is happening in their world now or as proposed solutions to the topics discussed.
I-Afrika Theatre wishes to thank all the partners who took part in the project, especially the schools, who willingly gave us the children without delay, the teachers assigned to
us through whom we worked with the children, the children themselves who dedicated their time to work on the project, the NHC for their generous funding toward this project, our independent researcher, Sicelo Masha, our project assistant, Sandile Tsie, the district office of the education, especially the director, Mrs. Mthimunye and the circuit manager
Mrs Modisane, our staff and everyone else who participated to make this project a success.

I-Afrika Theatre team.
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Note from the Publisher and Researcher
Rarely are we offered the opportunity to examine so inspiring a leader as our great icon Mr OR Tambo. Selfless
in his sacrifice for the good of the black child and humbled in his execution of leadership, Tambo was the
embodiment of true leadership by which liberation was delivered and of which we are now in critical shortage.
The twenty children from four schools in Tsakane offered me the opportunity to attempt to replicate the Spirit
of OR Tambo and instill it in their pure hearts. Innocent and pure with a virgin look at the world not as it
should be but as OR left it –alive with possibility. Still able to look past the clutter and mud of despair that has
engulfed our time and reach a place where they ask WHAT WOULD OR DO? The installation of hope and
the promise of a better tomorrow and a world as it should be is surely a realistic goal with these young ones.
They put on their TV and they see despondency. The doom and gloom in the faces of their parents is visible as they
are laid off work and month after month with nothing coming up, the threat of property repossession looms. They
see the stare of fear starring back when they seek the assurances from their elders that all will be ok. There is no
hope. The higher education system is crumbling down. That starts to erode the hope they have about their future.
Yet their faces light up with much aplomb as the meet the person of OR Tambo through stories of triumphs
and disciplined focus on a cause. They cant believe that he beat all those odds. Then they realize that in fact
things are not as bad as they were when just by opening his mouth and stating his grievance OR risked long
jail sentences. “Sure its not as it can be,” says a young Gugu, “But we can win this battle,” referring to the many
challenges that face their generations. They know just the other day their own parents did not have much of
the freedoms their children now freely enjoy. They know that thanks to OR Tambo and his messianic sacrifices;
today the life of black of a black is much better that it was. Also, they understand it could have been worse.
The eyes of gratitude tear up as they hear how one man was forced to sacrifice the comfort of his own family
in order for millions of people many still unborn to enjoy humanity’s most basic comforts and liberty. A man
not deterred by the threat of incarceration and in fact he is ever the more encourage to fight the injustices
against the black man so such threats can vanish. They are mesmerized by stories of banishment from own
country and had to pick up his life in a foreign country. They are inspired at his ability of uniting the struggle
cause and still managing to fight the good fight and by his absolute charm and intelligence in lobbying
international agencies to act to pressure SA to negotiate to end 350 years of oppression against the black men.
It becomes clear, if OR could do it so can they. They leave for home and school better people willing to go
an extra mile to show they deserve all the fruits of the freedom the likes of OR Tambo fought for. They are
happy to have met this abstract character whom even in death his legacy roars for him inspiring millions. This
was truly a humbling moment watching these young lions see their future through the eyes of OR Tambo.

By Sicelo S Masha-Zwane
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Foreword by OR Tambo Foundation
The year 2016 marks what would have been the eve of
O.R’s centennial year. Oliver Reginald Tambo was born
27th October 1917, had he still been alive he would be
turning 100 years next October 27th, 2017. Therefore,
this year presents us with a unique moment to stop and
reflect on his contributions in achieving the democracy
we enjoy today, it also presents us with an opportunity
to reflect on the state of our nation, what needs
improving, what needs preserving and what is yet to be
done. It is a moment to celebrate while we acknowledge
those who came before us, left us a rich legacy from
which to advance the human rights of all and continue
to strive for a just, better South Africa in which all
can pursue their dreams without fear or prejudice.
The Oliver & Adelaide Tambo Foundation was founded
in 2011 to preserve and promote the legacies and values
of both Oliver and Adelaide Tambo. To this end we
are pleased to lend our support to the initiative by the
eighteen Grade 7 learners from Tsakane schools, in the
Ekurhuleni Metropolitan Municipality, Gauteng, South
Africa, who contributed essays for this publication.

for the white man. He successfully completed his high
school, qualified as a scientist, then a teacher and
later became a respected lawyer. Congratulations and
well done to all eighteen learners – Lebo Malotane,
Zanele Mngwane, Gugu Mathebula, Kutloano
Phume, Mpho Mkulubele, Siyabonga Silubane,
Nosipho Ngwenya, Sibusiso Mahlangu, Noxolo
Bhunu, Kamogelo Maropeng, Sandile Mahlangu,
Thela Ntuli, Cacilda Matola, Nompumelelo Nhlapo,
Sinethemba Dube, Mbalenhle Mashiane, and Fatima
Mthimde. We at the Foundation are proud of you and
wish you success in your studies and a great future.
Even though this project is still in draft form we believe
that its content and objectives are too important not
to support and encourage. This booklet trully is a
piece to be shared across the country and used to
encourage and motivate other learners to look closely
at O.R.’s life, learn from it and make meaning for their
own lives and success. I trust that these essays will
lead to healthy, stimulating discussions encouraging
those involved to be drivers of their own destiny.
We look forward to receiving the finished product
which we’ll proudly display at our offices for all
to read and be motivated by the richness of ideas,
energy, optimism and urgency reflected in your
essays. Like the young O.R. in his early years, you have
shown courage, rationale thinking, diplomacy and
leadership by taking charge of your lives and defining
the future you desire. Indeed if alive, O.R. would
have been very proud of you. Go forth and do well.

These essays are an excellent representation of
the thinking character and capacity we expect in
young people born off the legacy of leaders like O.R.
O.R. achieved in an era where a black child’s education
was designed to produce labourers for the white
man. Was a great thinker, an intellectual, a diplomat,
he loved education, and was a great believer in the
boundlessness of the mind. He was a meticulous
writer who insisted on maximum precision for any
written piece. Former President Mbeki regularly
reflects on how, when he worked under O.R. He learnt
to be precise with his choice of words. In one of his
many writings, he shares that whilst in exile working
under O.R: “many a times I had to live with the
embarrassment of OR completely rejecting my draft
texts and, on a number of occasions, using his own
notes to deliver addresses radically different from the
draft speeches I had prepared’. This is testimony to
a man who respected the written word. It is therefore
with pride that I read the draft essays contributed
by the eighteen Grade 7 learners and enjoyed the
flawless thoughts shared in these stories and letters.
Education was very important to O.R, this is
demonstrated in his many qualifications achieved
Linda Vilakazi
in an era where a black child’s education was
Chief Executive Officer
designed to only produce a good, obedient labourer
Oliver & Adelaide Tambo Foundation
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THE PLIGHT OF A BLACK CHILD - INTRO
“The children of any nation are its future. A country, a movement, a person
that does not value its youth and children does not deserve its future”

OR TAMBO

It is not hard to conceive how right at the depth of Tambo’s dedication was a
deep seated concern for the child, in this case the black child. Taking the above
quoted it is clear that he knew had the struggle not been won by his generation it
would easily be continued by their children. If their generation won it though,
the sweet juice of the fruit thereof would be enjoyed by their very children.
In a rather prophetic way both these scenarios are true. Where Tambo’s
generation won the racem its us his children who have lived to endure the sweet
fruit from their labour yet in the same vain. The fight for the return of land, freedecolonized-quality higher education are ideas first punted in the Freedom
charter, a document OR Tambo would have been forefront in founding,
are now battles fought daily by OR Tambo’s children and grandchildren.
In this chapter we asked the children to mull on what would have gone on
in OR Tambo’s mind; how he understood the role and the state of the black
child in post-apartheid SA and what he would understand and forgive. The
letters broken into five ideas represent the thought of the child in this regards.
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Plight of a black child
The Fight for quality life

When we think about all the things
that OR Tambo fought for, it’s obvious
that at the depth of his heart the
plight of a black child was an issue
that must have troubled him greatly.
As it is the struggle from 1994 since the
advent of our democracy and the end of
white rule, the black child is still born
into struggles she has not chosen. Poverty
which emanates from unemployment or
under-employment of parents leading
poor health and malnutrition are a few
to mention. As she grows up she has to
deal with under-developed schools with a
serious lack of essentials when compared
to schools of those of her white peers.

By: Lebo Malotane

Even with all of this, we are grateful to
OR Tambo because even the little that
we have is because of the sacrifices of
Tambo and others. They were fighting
form a foundation of nothing so that we
may have the little that we have. The little
we have is a proper foundation for us to
fight to gain all that we do not have. Not
just for ourselves but for our children.

"To achieve one thing, one must not destroy another."

It breaks my heart when I see the burning of schools in Limpopo and the destruction of property as
more students fight for free Higher education for all. While I am sure that OR Tambo would be supportive of this plight, it is important for us to not do this. To burn schools and universities to reverse all
the gains of OR Tambo. For a man who was so passionate about education especially Mathematics and
science, this would not go down well with him. To achieve one thing, one must not destroy another.
With this said, we have been blessed to have pioneers in the likes of OR Tambo. We know that was
he present he would continue to fight on for the betterment of the life of the child. I know that there
will be challenges that generations to follow will experience. As OR Tambo fought for me, I will also
have to fight for those who come after me. Using peaceful means and diplomatic channels I commit
myself, my education and my passion to help fight for those challenges for those who will come after.
Thank you OR Tambo for loving the black children of South Africa and for sacrificing your time
for your country.
I love you OR Tambo.
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Plight of a black child
From child birth what are the challenges a
black child has that are unique to them
There are challenges that are unique only to the
black child from when they are born sometimes
right till they pass on. These are lack of money, lack
of proper role models and sometimes growing up
without parents. Some children have to become
heads of houses very early as many lose parents
and there are no grandparents to look after them.
These children are forced to grow up quicker
than they should and in some cases they
miss out on childhood completely. We
must end this. OR Tambo would be heartbroken if he was alive and this was going on.
There are others such as under-developed schools.
A black child with a passion for swimming and love
for tennis has no chance when compared to her
white counterpart. Their schools are fully equipped
and already come from homes that probably have
swimming pools. Their areas of residence have
parks that come fully equipped with these luxuries.
This increases their chance of competences in
the sports code of their choices. While in black
schools, we are lucky if there is a soccer field (that
is well maintained) and a netball court. In the
past the apartheid government barred the black
child from following their dreams limiting them
to where they wanted to keep the black child.
When you see this, you realize that so many things
happen that shows that for a black child too, their
destination is already chosen for her. With little
choices, the chance of failure is ever increased.
We all must ask what would OR do. He would
be definitely unhappy about this and he would
fight ever so hard to facilitate the life of a black
child to the point of at least equalizing it at least
to that of children of other races. All of us must
share this calling. Teachers, parents, education
officials and government must do all we can to
change the fate of a black child. We must look
for money from all kinds of places from NGOs
to Private Corporations. Government must
do a better job in distributing money so
that it impacts the fate of the black child.

By: Zanele Mngwane
A black should be educated to get what she wants so
that she can prove to her family and peers that she
is not stupid just because she is black. OR Tambo,
once a black child has shown that even in spite of
many challenges (and there were much more then) a
black child can rise up to the highest of his capability.
We must acknowledge the work that OR Tambo
for us black children. As it is, was it the old times
we would not have had the freedom of speech to
speak as we are doing now to express our views.
We ponder on the desires and thoughts of OR for
the black child. He did not just love the black child
but shown remarkable sacrifice in fighting for his
freedom. We learn from such an icon that gratitude
for all that he has done, we too may continue the
struggle even against relentless odds. We love
OR Tambo and to prove we must create a better
future for our children as OR Tambo did for us.

"With little choices, the chance of failure is ever increased."
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Plight of a black child
Safety from harm

By: Gugu Mthembu

"An assault on a child, is an assault on her future."
We have to be very grateful for the education that we now have and have to give credit where credit is due.
It is because of this education that Or Tambo fought for that we now know what is harmful to children.
The rights that we now have also mean that we can stand up to adults and tell them if their actions
towards us are in anyway harmful. We know the difference between right and wrong and we have
the power to express our courage. Also, should our words make no difference; we can approach the
authorities to seek intervention. Social workers and SAPS now have persons trained and competent
enough to just to attend to a grievance by a child. Whether it is physical abuse such as extreme
corporal punishment or sexual abuse or just plain neglect; our laws made with the child in mind
(black child) exist so that the environment around the child is as safe and conducive as possible.
There is no question OR Tambo, a loving husband and dedicated father, would be appalled
by the kind of behavior that puts children in harm’s way. A loving father to his own children
would be a loving father to all the children. For this and understanding that an assault on a
child is an assault on her future, OR Tambo would have fought tooth and nail to protect a child.
As children we must stand for the legacy of OR Tambo. We must report assault on the
child. We must engage teachers and civil society, social workers and police officers.
We must stand strong and firm not only to protect ourselves to make sure that we too
are not the kind of parents to our children as those who are bad and abuse their own.
Thank you OR Tambo for a great example on parenting and for giving us great education.
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Plight of a black child

The legacy of poverty

OR Tambo your children are poor and the news
of the economy not as good as they should,
this situation will become worse. Poverty is
a curse that in SA seems to only affect black
children. Historically we inherited the legacy
of apartheid. Our parents were poor because
their parents were poor because the system at
the time considered a white person superior
than a black person. So welfare distribution
favoured white people and good education was
reserved only for them. Jobs, our grandfathers
and our fathers could only do menial jobs
such as mining, cleaners and gardeners
and in some fortunate circumstances,
they could be nurses, police and teachers.

"Poor now,
poor always"

By: Kutloano Phume

So poverty as a legacy for black people and their children has been in the making for quite a long time.
To destroy a nation you need to kill a generation. Had OR Tambo and the people he worked with to
change the destination of a black person not emerged, the situation could have been far worse than it
actually turned out to be. Poverty works simple:Poor now, poor always. With this realization and the
spirit of OR Tambo we must work hard to turn things around. We must arrest the escalation of poverty.
The problem is that poverty is not just an isolated issue. A person is poor today and it affect
a whole lot of things. They cant afford proper private education and rely on government
for healthcare and grants. With this children do not get proper clothing and amongst
their peers they are laughed at and scorned daily. This may impact children negatively
mentally. It can cause them to suffer in their studies and can look down upon themselves.
Unless something miraculous happen, they will grow up to be dysfunctional adults.
We must end this vicious cycle. We must create sustainable jobs for adult men and
women who are parents to be able to provide for their children. We must make
education a priority and make sure that it is fully developed to teach a child to think
for herself so that he would be able create his own path and get out of this death trap.
OR Tambo has already given us the baton and it is now up to us.
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EDUCATION AS A TRUE LIBERATOR
“We have a vision of South Africa in which black and white live and work
together as equals in conditions of peace and prosperity.”

OR TAMBO

The problem in Apartheid SA was that generally while every person was born
equally; the white child immediately received a better start in life because of
access to a kind of education that would equip him to be functional in changing
his adult years, for his people. While the same system of subjugation and
oppression against the black race meant that for a black child only a certain
kind of education was available, meant to brain wash him to honour the white
master and hamper his ability to be anything and cause him great dysfunction.
Foremost in the mind of OR Tambo must have been the need to dismantle
this and to equalize platforms of access to education for all children in SA. His
vision as seen above, he was acutely aware of the mechanisms by which white
people amassed prosperity. His was never to take that away only to have it
accessed by his own people so for them too such a life would have been possible.
We asked these children to think and research about the passion Tambo
had for education and what his views would have been if he were alive right
now and watched them burn schools, libraries, text books and furniture.
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EDUCATION THE TRUE LIBERATOR
lunches

to

school

there

are

feeding

schemes especially to make sure children do not study on an empty stomach.

Yet easy destructions exist. Temptations such
as drugs, substance abuse, smoking and drinking are always there. Even with everything
done by OR and his comrades the temptations
are there and for some children they are easy
to follow than the necessary path of education.
There are other things that government has to
fight in the spirit of OR. Things like power cut
which disturb study patterns, teachers who
sleep with young children at school and parents
who abuse their children in all kinds of ways,
that has to come to an end. Children cannot
be stopped from going to school by conditions
at home and at school by those people that
need to be teaching them. That is just wrong.
One of our greatest concerns for all of us is the
fight for free higher education. Already young
people are starting to say, “Whats a use of studying if we can’t go to university?” With the academic year now surely lost, Matriculants are in
deep trouble. It will obviously affect every one.

By: Mpho Mkulubele
The impediments of learning

Tambo would not like to see this. So all of us
concerned citizens must hold our hands and
negotiate and OR Tambo did to find solutions
Even at the height of the struggle OR Tambo to the kinds of problems that he had, we can too.
did everything he could to attain education. It
must have been because he understood that even
with so much inequality and discrimination
against blacks, once attained; it equalizes.

To OR Tambo

As black children we must understand that our
forefathers faced challenges greater than those
that we come after. If they still managed to get
education while fighting against Apartheid,
then the reasons we have are nothing.
Thanks to OR Tambo, we can’t complain
about poverty because while it is there and the
evidence is clear for all to see primary education
is free. Thanks to Tambo we can’t complain about
hunger because even those unable to carry own
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"Education:
once attained
it equalizes"

EDUCATION THE TRUE LIBERATOR

By: Siyabonga Silubane

"Even in dark times, hope of education
remains our light."
Do study do make real change as OR Excelled

To: Oliver Tambo
Let me start by thanking you for fighting for a black child of you didn’t do that for
us it was going to be tough for us so you helped us a lot. We would not be here free
and liberated. If you did not have the education you had you would not have been
able to stand in the room with the giants and convince them of the ills of Apartheid.
Mr Oliver Tambo you a hero and a gentleman if it was not you a black child would suffer a black
child wouldn’t be successful. Black people were treated badly they were killed and didn’t have
a choice for careers and some were forced to sign contracts for things their white counter-parts
would never have been asked. But you fought for us you didn’t quit you continued fighting for us.
Taking from you then, we too must do the same. We must study so much and so hard. Even
in dark times, hope of education remains our light. We must become doctors, scientist,
engineers, accountants, architects so that we can make our country and our world a better place.
We

are

lucky

to

have

an

icon

we
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can

look

up

to

such

as

OR

Tambo.

EDUCATION THE TRUE LIBERATOR
When we look ahead today and in no time we
too shall be there, we see burning schools and
university, students arrested, a violent view and
a country in serious trouble. After 1994 our
parents and then us soon after believed that
the struggle was over and that the black child
would soon put down the brick for a book and
in spite of his background, his education and
that of a child from an affluent area would be
the same. Even if not, the preparation would
be such that at the end of it and faced with a
challenge they shall have been prepared to
attend to it in the same way. This is not the case.
When you are poor you will go to a certain
school and when you are better off to a different
one even if same are government schools. For a
man who loved and excel in Maths and Science
this would be hurtful. We own OR Tambo an
apology for not ensuring that a black child not
only attains education for the sake of attainment
but that it is qualitative. The old system that OR
Tambo fought dismissed the need for the black
child to get an education as qualitative as that
of a white child. More than twenty years on
the struggle for the black child still continues.
By: Nosipho Ngwenya
The Struggle of quality education for the
black child

"While the road
is long still,
much ground
has been
covered"

Teachers must teach and leaders must lead.
Children must learn and parents must support.
It is upon us to make OR Tambo proud and
get quality education. This fight is not only
for ourselves but for our future generations.
Our children should not suffer like this.
Tambo would be fuming if he were here.
But then we can’t think just because the
education system is behind we should not
be grateful to OR Tambo for his outstanding
work of selfless sacrifice. While the road is
long still, much ground has been covered.
We have much to be proud of and thanks you
OR Tambo for his love for the black child.
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EDUCATION THE TRUE LIBERATOR
The black child and affordable education.

I have looked at the situation as it has unfolded in the last two months in
South Africa on the fees must fall movement and I wondered what I would
say to OR Tambo if I had to write to him. The letter would go like this:
Dear OR Tambo. Your country is burning. The arrests are back and anarchy is the order of the day. The
leaders are quiet and generally absent. The mothers are afraid and the ashes of books paint words of shame.
The problem is the children want free education and the authorities are unable to provide it. This
problem of free education affects mainly the poor black child. Education is expensive and black
children will not allow a situation where their future is defined by moneys their parents have. Its still the
legacy of Apartheid where resources are accessible to white people and they do not have this problem.
I am disappointed at many children who use violent to achieve their means.
I am sure you too would be disappointed. I do not see why that can achieve
anything.

If

anything,

once

they

attain

it;

there

would

be

no

universities.

"With education,
there is no mountain high enough"
Yet the authorities have sat down on this

for way too long. They knew from last year
when the same demonstration for a nofee increase took place. The student got
what they wanted but the leaders should
have made plans for this year again.
Free Education was a promise that your
liberation movement made when they
first spoke of the possibility of being in
power. It’s been 22 years since the first
democratic elections and half a generation
has gone by and yet the cost of learning
is still too much for the black child.
May our leaders apply the love you have
of the black child and the black nation.
For you understood that with education,
there is no mountain high enough.
Thank you Tambo.

By: Sibusiso Mahlangu
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SELFLESS LEADERSHIP
“The word public, in general, assumed that NR (Nelson Rolihlahla) was the
president and we found it unnecessary to correct the impression, because we
always made it clear that our national leadership (mine included) are on
Robben Island, serving life imprisonment”

OR TAMBO

The above statement shows a man who understood that leadership or the
position thereof was not an accolade rather a service. It did not matter to
whom people referred to as “The Leader.” If the leader knew he was the
leader and in spite of what people believed, worked terribly hard crossing
boundaries to keep the organization going and offering themselves as
a service to achieve what most would have thought was unachievable.
The situation was untenable but we know each day OR Tambo walked out the
door in England he knew it could be his last. The threat of death was a daily
occurrence. Sometimes returning home safe was a surprise. He did not only
expect this, he understood that the cause of his people was so great a calling that
the threat of death was a commensurate foe with which he was willing to contend.
We asked the children to think really hard about the idea of
selflessness pitted against selfishness and to consider how
today’s leaders would fair with those of OR’s times and caliber.
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SELFLESS LEADERSHIP
What is the difference between selflessness and selfishness?

To: OR Tambo
The idea of selflessness refers to a leadership that considers the needs of others than of self. Many people
live their lives thinking about what they want for themselves. When they study to be Doctors, they
want to be that so that they may drive the best German Car and live in the best house. They want be
dressed by top designer clothing and their motivation is not so that their studying can benefit many.
What we saw in OR Tambo was a leader who was not only willing to fight and die for the freedom of millions of black
people in South Africa, but was willing to leave the life of pleasure that his profession (law) could have afforded
him so that he may leave a life of everyday risk just so see the black person live freely in the land of his forefathers.
His activism caused him to be banished from the country and was forced to exile. Even there, he did not stop. He
then took the time to lobby international agencies to bring crippling sanctions to force The Apartheid government
to the negotiating table which birthed the unbanning of political parties and eventually led to 1994 elections.
The opposite of selflessness is another term known as selfishness. What it suggests is that instead of thinking for
the well-being of others you only consider only yourself at all cost. When people must think about what they
can do to benefit the many who have placed them in positions of power; they worry about how they can use the
power they have to enrich themselves and possibly others around them. Schools and RDP houses are falling
apart because when tenders were issued the people did not think of the children who would learn from those
schools and their families but they thought for themselves. That is being selfish and is not good for the country.
OR Tambo would not be happy in fact he would be livid. For he taught us with his life that to be
content is to fight for the well being of others. He taught us that justice is that which benefits the
many and not you and that your happiness should come when you see the happiness of other.
Being selflessness is to think about yourself. Being selfishness is to be bad not thinking
about others, you always think about yourself. At some times you must think before you do
things, you must think that what I’m doing is it right for my family, friends and community.

O.R Tambo was not selfishness cause he sacrificed
his happiness for us. Mr O.R Tambo you fought for
us so that we could have the freedom that you got
there you didn’t stop fighting for your people, your
nation you continued doing the great job even if
is was difficult for you and your loved ones. Now
we have freedom of speech, freedom of movement
and freedom of association. If you were selfish w
would be still fighting when we are going somewhere
we must carry our compass just like the old days.
He wanted a black child to have all freedom
that he and Mandela couldn’t get in their old
days. Now we are to go everywhere, anytime.

"to be content is to
fight for the well
being of others"

By: Noxolo Bhunu

19

SELFLESS LEADERSHIP
How do those who lead today compare to
O.R Tambo’s leadership?

Dear : Mr OR Tambo
I would like to talk about the man that
saved or fought for our nation OR Tambo.
It is important to note that one of his
great characteristics was selflessness. He
was dedicated to fighting for the freedom
of the child. This fight was always at
the risk of his own freedom and life

"No country succeeds
when everyone is
for himself."

By: Kamogelo Maropeng

He was a man who lived his life at peace with the fact that he would die anytime for
the path he chose. This is extremely selfless and the standard he lived was very high
indeed. He was jailed, harassed and barred from entering the country because
of his convictions. This is the standard according to which we must all lead our
lives. How then would those who lead now fair against this standard. Lets see:
Today we hear in the news that the Public Protector is judging against people in
government who approved deals that benefitted them and their friends. The police are
making arrest daily to get leaders who are accused of corruption, fraud and other charges
that talk to them taking people’s moneys only to use it for themselves. This is a problem.
We need leaders like OR Tambo. We need to be leaders of that kind. We need to
learn what selflessness. No country succeeds when everyone is for themselves. Our
grandmother knew that it took a village to raise a child, they knew Umuntu ngumuntu
ngabantu. These ideals our hero OR Tambo understood and advocated. We must follow.
We
must
show
leadership. If we

gratitude
to
OR
for
his
fail, we are not as grateful
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outstanding
selfless
as we should be.

SELFLESS LEADERSHIP
Where OR showed leadership

Men come and go after they have done
their part. Most have their achievements
spoken of in the occasion of their
death. Very few have their lives lived
by millions even after they die. OR
Tambo is this kind of man. in this letter
I answer “what kind of man is this?”
The threat of a jail cell did not scare
him and the fear of brutal force did not
deter him. He knew whether he lived
or he died, the cause would live forever.
Religion did not cage him. Initially
wanted to be a preacher through studying
at an Anglican Seminary. This was far
too easy a road to take. He would go
study, come back be a priest at a local
Anglican Church, earn a salary as if he
were a school principal but be safe from
everything else that was taking place in
South Africa. Yet he understood the call
to serve his own people to be much more
of the work of God than just ministering
to enslaved souls Sunday after Sunday.

By: Sandile Mahlangu

What kind of man is this we ask? Many would
have given up and given in. most would not
have participated. Others would lead from
behind knowing there is a leader in the front
who would deal with danger first before it
falls on them. What kind of a man is this?

Barred from his country because of
his refusal to denounce The Liberation
struggle Tambo continued where he left
off. Isolated and without the covering of
his comrades; OR Tambo still faced the
same dangers in a foreign country as he
did in his own. Yet he soldiered on and
worked to run The Liberation movement
from underground and kept it united right
until the dissolution of the Apartheid State.

"What
kind
of
man
is
this"
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SELFLESS LEADERSHIP
Fruits of Selfless leadership

Dear: OR Tambo
I’m writing this letter to thank you for your selflessness. My focus is going to be on the fruits of your
work. I am asked to say only a few words but I have so much to thank you for. Thank you so much.
Today we have free basic education and in many schools there are feeding schemes
because some children come from families that do not have a lot of money and possibly
don’t have food. We thank you so much for this. What you did is exactly what brought us
these results. When it was impossible some thirty years for the black child to dream to
be anything outside what the Nationalist Party felt a black child is only good enough for.
We can access what is supposed to be free health care from public clinics and hospitals
and we have hospitals in townships. Back in the day this was a luxury reserved only
for white people having been made to believe they were a race of a superior kind.
There are many more things that you have afforded our generation that we would not have had
you not showed us selfless leadership. We can speak up now because we have freedom of speech.
We can move freely within our own country the type of freedoms your generation was robbed off
and you fought hard against it. When we are old enough we can associate ourselves with a political
ideology of our choice because you showed us leadership. Selfless leadership is when we can accept
less for ourselves but fight for our generations to be better than us. We are better because of you.
Thank you OR Tambo. We are because you were.

"We are
better
because
of you."
By: Thela Ntuli
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FAMILY VALUES
“We seek to create a united democratic and non racial society”

OR TAMBO

We had asked our learners to look at their own situations at home and have themselves
ask how OR would view them. Many come from broken and poor families. Parents
are unemployed or underemployed and some have been recently laid off work.
This is generally the story of the black child in new dispensation South Africa.
They were to look among others the sub topic of unity and love. These
two ideals must have had OR obsess on them greatly. It is obvious that he
considered the people with whom he walked this arduous and strenuous
journey as his brother and sisters. One would suppose this would have been
important to foster the sense of total dependence and loyalty. These traits were
necessary because at any given the security apparatus in SA placed spies and
attempted breaking into their cells. Without some measure of love and loyalty;
the struggle for emancipation would have long been betrayed en-masse.
From the above quote it’s evident that Tambo saw all of us as one big
family. Black, white, female, male and all kinds of people we were
all one big family. The intimacy he had to create even amongst his
leaders in order for a vision to see the world as he did to be possible.
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family values
Family and Conflict Resolution

Dear: OR Tambo
We see the value you had for family. Not only
did you fight for them and their children but
you fought with them. You took them with you
even when you were exiled. This shows that as a
husband and father much can be learnt from you.
In exile you were with your entire family
proving that at times being with each other
is all that matters. The food might not
be enough, the money may be funny but
families should stay together in spite of
it all. This is a great lesson and fathers of
today must learn and maintain this lesson.

By: Cacilda Matola

Our families are enemies. Small wars end up
breaking and tearing them apart. I imagine
that in your family too, as with many if
not all there were conflicts here and there.

In our country most murderous occur amongst people who know each other. Family
conflicts usually caused by small things and that can be solved easily usually drag and
some unfortunately lead to the most violent result sometime ending in loss of life.
Our fathers lack the character of calmness as shown by you in many speeches.
Many mothers are beaten up and abused in front of their children. When families
fight its not about who is right but who is strong. The result is a suppression of
views and in time the feelings explode and the vicious circle starts all over again.
Its true that people are angry. They are angry at pressures of work and of finding jobs. Some
are stressed by unreasonable employers and bring the anger at home. But violence is never an
answer. In fact in all forms it cant be acceptable. People should never have to raise their voices
on each other and they should never have to lift their hands on each other. They must think
for their children and learn about people like OR Tambo and ask, “What would Tambo do?”
Calmness, composure, tolerance and agreeing to disagree are some of the lessons you have
taught us. Thank you for that.

"When families fight its not about who is right,
but who is strong."
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family values

Family and Love

To: OR Tambo
The idea of family and love is a broad one. We
know already that OR Tambo considered all of
us part of one family. As a student of theology
he would have learnt that The Bible say to love
your neighbor as you love yourself. Not only
that but that a man cant claim to love God and
hate his fellow man. one would think these
would be the words that OR would live by.
Shocking it must have been when he discovered
that The Church of which he was part was
happy to keep the Status Quo. Apartheid
happened with the Church being there and in
some instances with their blessing. Yet knowing
what he knew from The Bible understood
that The Bible is not wrong on its teaching
of love but if the church did not embrace the
scripture he would fight for this to be realized.
Love is that beautiful feeling that trumps hate
and brings unity. It does this among people of the
same surname brings together people prohibited
because of cultures and colour. Love is a
beautiful thing. We learn from OR Tambo that
we must love our fellow man. If we can do this
with our fellow man it would be easy to foster
love within our families. Immediate families and
extended families are the same. They are family.
The very fight to end apartheid should have been
supported by the premise of love. That we are all
equal black and white and that apartheid should
never have occurred. When OR Tambo began a
discussion with the old government they opted
to take the way of peace and not of violence as
chosen by many countries who received their
independence. A discussion had taken place
within the liberation movement to take up arms
against the government of apartheid but OR and
his friends opted for the way of love and peace.
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By: Nompumelelo Nhlapo

They understood that forgiveness is
necessary for yesterday’s enemy in particular
than today’s friend. They understood
that love is given to your hater in bigger
portion than to your friend. The lessons
we must be thankful for are of love as
taught by our favourite icon OR Tambo.

"Love is given to your
hater in bigger portion
than to your friend"

family values
Family and Unity

By: Sinethemba Dube

"it is easy for people to implement a decision
they were party to reaching than follow
instruction from a lone person"
It’s often said that unity is the power. They say divided we fall but united we stand. They
say we are stronger together. Weak alone and concerted effort achieves much more.
All of this true and OR Tambo lived on this message. He encouraged and promoted a culture of
unity in spite of conditions favoring a culture of consultation when going the lone wolf route was
easier. In exile OR Tambo hardly was able to consult with comrades because they all had the security
apparatus watching their every move. Yet he still found a way of communicating with everyone
understanding it was important to be united on move forward that to take decisions by himself.
We learn from OR Tambo that consulting with people around you is key. Consulting with family,
parents, children and any person who may be affected by a decision is the way to go. in the long
run it is the better option because it is easy for people to implement a decision they were party
to reaching than follow instruction from a lone person. This is important. Unity is not just a
word but must be practiced in all aspects of love. Families, work, communities and throughout.
Even as a country we must understand that it is on us to remain united to defend our constitution
as a big family. We must be united to fight corruption and graft. We must be one to fight illiteracy
and we must be united to hold hands and to help lift each other and not put each other down.
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ROLE OF COMMUNITY
“We seek to create a united democratic and non racial society”

OR TAMBO

Taking again from this same quote it becomes clear that OR Tambo would have
loved a united community and a united society. The small battles the apartheid
system won in our communities were made possible through sowing divisions.
Spies, different ideologues and persons so brain washed by the system that they in
fact believed that the system was just were sewn all over the place. Campaigns to
unite the communities to be one to fight one enemy and that being the apartheid
system were thwarted even before execution because communities were not united.
Taking for this position of advocacy we have seen how when communities
are united what can be achieved. Their concerted effort to fight crime, their
resolution to clean empty spaces and their unity when they demonstrate
for better service may as well have taken queue from OR’s ideology.
He would have expected that we unite and we faced our demons
that beset our communities and ravage our children. Drugs, Teenage
pregnancies, high school dropout rate and other ills are but a few that
we need to deal with and to this stage the problems have been largely
ignored with high stigma attached to families dealing with them.
We
asked
our
learners
to
apply
their
minds
to
this.
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Role Of Community
Community role in the upbringing of a child

" For no one can love
their child and hate
another child."
OR Tambo’s father had four wives and ten
children. The mother of young Oliver was
wife number three and he had 9 other siblings.
It would seem they grew up together in one
compound. All the wives and all the children.
I imagine adult OR Tambo would have taken
the time to see what lessons he would have to
carry for himself as a father to his children.

By: Siyabonga Ngubane

In a crowd of ten, with about four mothers, in a
black polygamist arrangement the responsibility
of the upbringing of a child falls equally
on all the adults in this arrangement. From

feeding of a child, nursery and educating; that role was that of the 5 adults in this arrangement.
The elder children were also expected to help in this raising of the young ones. The lessons were
really easy to understand form an African foundation. Everyone at the age of your mother or older
is your mother. The same applied with father and brother. And because elders have themselves grew
up with this knowledge, they understood that a child in the age of my child, is my child. When I see
them on the street at wrong hours or see them doing wrong things, I shall act on them as I would
my own. The parents would thank me later. For no one can love their child and hate another child.
This knowledge is important if one considers the role of community as would be seen
by OR Tambo. Treating everyone as family was no big issue to him. He looked at South
Africa as a big village and as a big family. He saw as part of a global community. We were a
community and as such we must hold and lift each other. We must partake in the upbringing
of child. When a child must go to university and there are no funds, if we truly believed
that child is same as mine, then it should not be hard to come together and raise cash for
that child knowing that they are mine and they shall return and inspire my own child.
Today the situation is different. Parents and families fight because of children. Neighbours
are not talking to each other because of different methods of raising children and “Don’t
you dare touch my child” attitude. This is sad and is against the ideals of OR Tambo.
We could be so much better as a people if we could only ask, What would OR do or say.
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Role Of Community
Community Role In Education

"Tambo has taught
us a dead community
breeds death to
generations."
The love that OR Tambo had for education
propelled him to not only love Maths and
Science but to study and excel in it. Tambo
has always known the importance of
education as a true liberator and an equalizer.
He must have foreseen that one day his
people would be free and once freedom
was attained; education would place us on
equal footing with white children our age.
As with everything OR Tambo and looking
at his background he would not only see
education as important but understanding
how expensive it would be he would
want the communities to be involved.
The involvement of such would unite
communities and create a sense ownership
on the results of the education of this
one child. The community needed to
be involved in the education of the
black the same way Or Tambo wanted it
involved in the freedom of the black child.

By: Mbalenhle Mashiane

go to SGB meetings and where they hear
a certain teacher or principals is abusing
children they must take up arms
and
demand
accountability.
Communities cannot demand results
when children are in university when
they did not choose involvement at early
primary. Tambo has taught us a dead
community breeds death to generations.

The community must encourage children
to study. They should offer support of
all kind. They must want to know what
is happening at the child’s primary and
high school. When the communities go
on service delivery demonstrations they
must make sure the child is not affected
and in fact that the child is protected and
forbidden from demonstration. They must
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Role Of Community

By: Fatima Mthimde
Community Role In Education

The biggest problem there with school going children is Drugs and Alcohol intake. This
is followed closely by teenage pregnancy which is caused by premature unprotected sex.
These things do not just start from nowhere. They start with children doing things behind their
parent’s back. They start experimenting with cigarettes and all kinds of wrong things. There are no
role models around. There are no parents to stop them because they are at work. Before long they
graduate to serious drugs such as cannabis and they are really hooked to nyaope, cocaine and heroine.
They get easily addicted to alcohol and all the lessons about safe sex go out the window.
You cant tell them what to do not only do they refuse the counsel of parents but they
are rebellious towards the parents. They steal things to support the addiction and
soon they become mothers and fathers before time in those conditions. They can’t
teach their children what is good or not good because they are caught up in the bad.
Tambo would have understood the role of the community through the saying UMUNTU
NGUMUNTU NGABANTU meaning I AM BECAUSE OF YOU. The same can be
transferred to how we deal with children in general. When I see the lady that my
mother goes to church with I should see my mother. When she shouts at me about
a wrong I am doing I must listen and not think I wont because she is not my child.
There
are
so
many
ways
to
discipline
your
own
child.
The community needs to try and return to the old teachings of our forefathers such as OR Tambo and
then help each other in raising their children. Children must be taught to respect all adults as if ther are
their own parents. Many children need to discipline because they are being punished for being rude.

"Umuntu ngumuntu ngabantu"
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